
  



Dutch Invention touches a sensitive String 

The Dutch Retenser adjusts string tension during a match 

Amsterdam – The better tennis players will recognize  the annoying feeling: “Realizing during a 
match that the strings of your racket are strung too tight or too loose and not being able to do anything 
about it”. Unless you are Novak Djokovic and have twelve freshly strung rackets in your bag. This  
striking Dutch invention will offer a solution for both up-and-coming professionals and ambitious 
amateurs alike.  

With the so-called Retenser you can adjust your string tension during a game. When stringing your 
racket, this small device made of hardened plastic and fiberglass is placed in the middle of the racket. 
With a small key, the player can easily increase or decrease the string tension. Robin Haase, the best 
Dutch tennis player over the last decade, is very enthusiastic after testing the Retenser. “I have not 
seen such an innovation in tennis in years. This is really something special.” 

The amount of tension on the strings of a tennis racket is configured by a stringing machine. On 
average this is around 26 kilos. Tennis players are aware that during a game the string tension may 
decrease by a kilo, but there are circumstances whereby tennis players would like to finetune the 
string tension and do not have a racket available with the corresponding string tension.  

“This small change in the tennis racket has a big impact on tennis”, says tennis coach and former 
professional Sander van Heijst. He invented the Retenser with the help of the technical design bureau 
Dynteq. Injection molding company Orange Plastics produces the ingenious device that weighs in at 
just five grams. Therefore, making it a completely Dutch novelty that has surprised the tennis world.  

In the meantime, the product has been patented and approved by the ITF (International Tennis 
Federation), meaning it can be used worldwide. The ERSA (the European Racket Stringers 
Association), has tested and confirmed the Retenser’s claims. Different variants of the Retenser (for 
different tension levels) have recently been made available on the Dutch market. The goal is to reach 
six other European countries as soon as possible and eventually conquer global markets. “There is a 
good chance this can be achieved” Haase claims, “Over the last few years I have seen how the 
Retenser has developed from a good idea into a good product. I have a machine that measures string 
tension and that has ultimately convinced me that the Retenser works very well and precise”. 

Haase further explains what the new invention can do for a tennis player. “Sometimes you need more 
control. For example, when you are playing on a hard-court surface, if your opponent is firing 
cannonballs at you or if you are playing with new balls. In response, you can now increase the tension 
of your strings. Alternatively, you might look to increase the power in your shots, for example when 
playing on a wet gravel court or when you feel fatigued. In this case, the Retenser enables you to 
reduce the string tension to create a trampoline-effect”.  

Haase also makes the point that not all professional tennis players have the privilege to have a bag full 
of freshly strung rackets. “That’s why this device is interesting for professionals that play in smaller 
tournaments (challenges and futures). They would save money by using the Retenser, as such tennis 
players have little to no sponsorship funding available and have to pay to have their rackets strung 
themselves.” 

“An extra benefit is that you can limit injuries”, Haase continued. “You can adjust the racket to make 
it feel most comfortable at any moment. Meaning you squeeze less and play more freely.”  

Haase also believes that amateur tennis players will have a more enjoyable experience by playing with 
a racket that has optimal string tension. “It provides an experience that is comparable to moving from 
an old racket to a new racket or playing with new balls. Better equipment results in a more enjoyable 
experience.” 


